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survey on the megaliths of
Sakar mountains; the 70s
saw several expeditions led
by prof. A. Fol and prof. L.
Venedikov; in the 90s the
Archaeology Department
of Sofia University “St.
Kliment Ohridski” initi-
ated a number of surveys
and rescue excavations
related to the development
of the “Maritsa” highway.

2The sanctuary at the
Semercheto locality, near
the village of Dositeevo, was
continuously in use over
several centuries in the LBA
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¢. BC) - unpublished excava-
tions of Dr. B. Borislavov;
the settlement from the EBA
II — EBA III near Mihalich
(Stefanova 2005, 178).

3 The excavation season
lasted between 02.06 and
16.08.2008; The team was
directed by Dr. Borislav
Borislavov (Sofia University
“St. Kliment Ohridski”)

and doctoral candidate
Nadezda Ivanova (NAIM

- BAS). The excavations
were funded by the National
Museum of History.
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The Sakar Mountains are periodically put in the spotlight of archaeological inter-
est. As a rule, interest is focused upon the dolmens and the rest of the megalithic
monuments dated within the first millennium BC and characteristic of the region'.
Information on the funerary practices of the preceding Bronze Age, however,
is scanty — due not to a genuine paucity in the archaeological record, but to the
research agenda. On other types of archaeological sites the EBA and LBA strata
are substantial enough to suggest a comparatively extended human habitation of
the Sakar Mountains, spanning throughout the Bronze Age®.

The tumulus discussed in the present article is situated in the southwestern
part of the Sakar Mountains, 4 km southwest of the village of Izvorovo, in the
locality of Yorgovi mogili (fig. 1), at an altitude of 229 masl (fig. 2). It is located
on the left bank of the river Golyamata reka, on a low, flattened promontory,
elongated on the east-west axis, and bordering at steep gullets to the north and
south. In the vicinity of the tumulus, to the west and to the north, almost the
entire surface of the promontory yields materials and destructions indicative of
a settlement, whose surface finds, put it in the Roman period (2™-4% ¢. AD.) A
necropolis of low, stone-enclosed tumuli, among which two more prominent,
lays some three-four hundred meters to the northeast of the tumulus. The pottery
collected from looter’s ditches in the necropolis suggests it was contemporary to
the above mentioned Roman settlement. Our team was attracted to the hitherto
reported mound because of its obvious separation from the Roman necropolis,
and because its immersion in the Roman settlement (bopucnaBos / ViBanosa
2009, 132-135) strongly supported a very early date for it, since its location is also
markedly different from the one preferred for EIA tumuli, which are rather situ-
ated on higher elevations and on spots with good visibility.

The dimensions of the mound are as follows: diameter - 27.6 m (N-S), and
25 m (E-W), height 2.40 m. Its southeastern periphery has been eroded by cultiva-
tion. Approximately at the ideal center of the embankment, looters have left a
crater, measuring 4.30 m (NW-SE), 3.10 m (SW-NE), with an obvious depth of
1.50 m (fig. 3). The excavations on the tumulus recorded three stages of accumula-
tion — one dated to the Bronze Age, and two to the Roman period®.

STRATIGRAPHY AND STAGES OF ACCUMULATION

First stage (Bronze Age)

In the Bronze Age, a nearly circular platform (diam. about 25 m) is formed, with
gravel foundations, covered with an 8-10 cm layer of packed clay. The gravel
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Fig. 1. Sakar Mountains
and the village of Izvorovo:
location (N. Ivanova).

is both a foundation and drainage placed on top of the red clayish virgin soil*.

Beneath the gravel, small pieces of charcoal have been noted, which suggests that
ritual actions, involving fire, preceded the establishment of the platform.

An oval burial structure was constructed at the center of the packed clay plat-
form (fig. 4). Its base is a stratum of red-grey-dark brown clayish soil, on top of
which large stones were arranged. The interior of the foundation is filled with 1-2
rows of stones, mostly quartz — both river boulders and quarried stone, all placed
with their flattened side up. Atop the so-formed platform were found the remains
of a cremation burial. The incineration of the human remains, however, took place
somewhere outside the burial structure. The bones, charcoals, and burial inven-
tory were found dispersed between the stones over an area of 12 sq.m in a 30 to
35 cm thick layer (fig. 5). A looter’s ditch (NW-SE 2.25 m and NE-SW 1.20 m)
cuts through that layer and reaches all the way into the gravel layer. The area of

Fig. 2. Location of
tumulus 1, Roman
settlement and necropolis
in the locality of Yorgovi
mogili (N. Ivanova).

4 Prof. R. Kenderova (Sofia
University, Geomorphology
department) is of the opin-
ion that the gravel accretion
at the base of the mound is
caused by intentional hu-
man action, not by natural
force. I hereby express my
gratitude to Prof. Kenderova
for her information.



Fig. 3. Tumulus 1:
stone embankment
(plan: N. Ivanova).
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: \ treasure-hunter's
ditch

the looter’s ditch was completely stripped of artefacts. West of the looter’s ditch
a hollow gold object, shaped like a spindle whorl, and decorated with engraved
lines (fig. 5/b) was found. It was placed between the stones, and despite the fact
that no special space was created for it, the object was not deformed. Around and
underneath it, numerous large gold wheat grain-like, and small spherical gold
beads were found, part of which were torn or pierced by a sharp object (fig. 5/c).
Their position suggests that they were spread over the platform before the larger
gold object was placed there.

In the eastern part of the structure, a second hollow gold spindle whorl-like
object was found, larger than the first one, and with a decoration of closely
spaced engraved lines connecting the two holes (fig. 5/d). Again in the same area
large and small gold beads were found. Their concentration, however, was lower
than the one encountered in the western half. To the southeast, 1.50 m, a silver
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polished-surface ring, made of a flat band (fig. 5/h) was found. It may have been
a lining of an organic handle. There were found two rectangular plates — of silver
and of gold, firmly bound together with a round silver rivet, in the immediate
vicinity. The silver plate has some deposits on its surface, and the gold one has
punctured dots on its periphery. The two plates are asymmetrically attached to
each other (fig. 5/g).

1.20 m to the west of the silver ring, a set of a bronze razor and a whetstone
were found (fig. 5/e, f). Both objects lay directly on the soil, 3.5 cm apart, and
were surrounded by medium-sized hewn stones, and covered with a flat stone. In
the southeastern part of the structure, 1.40 m south of the razor-whetstone set,
a complete ceramic vessel (fig. 5/a), carefully enclosed and covered with stones,
was found. We removed the vessel together with its soil content. Its cleaning at
the National Historical Museum’s lab produced no materials, apart from a single
small quartz pebble. The vessel resembles an amphora, with two vertical handles
on the upper body, two cylindrical knobs evenly distanced from the handles, and
decoration of incised hanging triangles enclosing punctuated dots with white
paste fill.

Fig. 4. Burial structure,
gravel foundations (BA)
and granite krepis (RP)
(plan: N. Ivanova).
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Fig. 5. Burial structure:
location of the findings
(N. Ivanova).

5 The flotation was partly
conducted during the exca-
vation season, and partly in a
later session, between 28.09
and 09.10.2008. The sieving
and inspection of the soil
that has been subjected to
flotation was completed at
the end of November 2008.
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The entire volume of the soil from the layer associated with the finds from the
burial structure was sieved and subjected to flotation®. As a result, human bones,
including teeth, leftovers from the cremation, as well as un-burnt vegetable re-
mains (seeds, pits), but most copiously - small spherical gold beads were found.

Atop the layer of stones, between which the artefacts and the cremated remains
were dispersed, an embankment of quartz stones was formed, with the stones at
the periphery being markedly larger (figs. 6, 7). The soil between the periphery
stones is grayish-red clay, while in the central area of the structure there are zones
of light-grey and of brown loose soil. In just one spot in the eastern half, between
the stones, several fragments of previously broken vessels were located, but as a
whole, pottery fragments are an exception. The finished stone structure formed
a 1.60 m tall truncated cone, 8 m in diameter (NW-SE) by 6.80 m (NE-SW). The
quartz-stone mound is covered by clayish grayish-red soil, resulting in a Bronze
Age mound standing 1.80 m high, and with a diameter of 17.20 m N-S, and 19.60
m E-W.
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In the southeastern periphery of the Bronze Age mound a very poorly pre-
served pot of unusually coarse and under-fired clay is placed, decorated with a
plastic band in its upper part.

In the stratigraphic profiles the margin of the Bronze Age embankment is
clearly distinguishable by a layer of grey color, thicker at the periphery (fig. 8).
This grey soil is topsoil formed during the 2000 years gap between the formation
of the original mound, and the construction of the secondary mound. No second-
ary graves or other kinds of intrusions into the original embankment datable to
those 2000 years were detected.

Second stage of formation (Roman Period)

Possibly during 2™ c. AD, around the Bronze Age burial mound a settlement
developed. The embankment was enclosed by a granite gneiss krepis, 23 m in
diameter north-south, and 21.50 m east-west. Blocks of irregular shape, with an
average size of 0.50 by 0.60 m up to 1.10 x 0.50/0.60 m were used (fig. 4). Loose
red soil, collected from the immediate vicinity of the tumulus, was added to the
embankment of the earlier mound (fig. 9), and in it iron objects (nails, clamps,
hooks), together with a low concentration of wheel-made pottery fragments were
encountered. In addition to the above-mentioned finds, a chert sickle blade with
traces of extensive use was found®. This find suggests that the area around the
burial mound was utilized as an agricultural field during the Bronze Age, a hy-
pothesis further strengthened by the total lack of early pottery fragments or other
artefacts in the Roman addition to the embankment.

XS

Fig. 6. Burial structure: view from north (photo: B. Borislavov).

6 The chert sickle blade
was studied and drawn
by Stanimira Taneva

from the NAIM - BAS.




Fig. 7. Burial structure:
eastern and southern
profiles (N. Ivanova).

7 Qur excavations on rock
sanctuaries in the region
established that large white
quartzite stones mark the
location of sacrifices, or the
spot where the remains of
ritual acts were deposited.
This observation holds true
for LBA, EIA, and Hellenistic
age sites, but we are inclined
to accept that the situation
observed at the Izvorovo
mound attests to the pres-
ervation of this particular
tradition into the 4" c. AD
(Borislavov, unpublished).
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At odds with the widely attested in Roman Thrace practice of re-use of earlier
mounds as burial monuments, the tumulus by Izvorovo was devoid of Roman
intrusions in either the original embankment, or the Roman strata, which points
to its special treatment. The most likely explanation seems to be that since it fell
within the limits of the settlement, it became necessary to separate what was com-
monly recognized as burial structure from the realm of the living, as the logical
way of showing deference to the ancestors. It could be concluded that in the course
of about two hundred years, the mound was a cult place within the settlement
limits.

Third stage of formation (Late Roman Period)

The stratigraphic observations demonstrate that at a later stage (probably during
the 2" quarter of the 4™ c. AD), atop the loose red soil embankment, three layers
of stones, mixed with grayish-brown earth were added. The stones completely
cover the krepis and an additional 1 meter area outside the krepis (fig. 3, fig. 9,
fig. 10). The stones, some of them of a considerable size, were tightly arranged
together, according to shape. No stones, just soil were added to the upper-most
part of the mound. In between the stones of the three layers, individual iron
hobnails/cinti occur, which most likely fell off of the moundbuilder’s shoes. Non-
descript fragments of wheel-made pottery — cups, pots, pitchers, as well as the
incidental pithoi fragments, have also been found. A Constantius II (337-361)
coin was collected from the uppermost stone layer, as well as an iron knife, and
a bronze fibula, shaped as a hare running to the right. The concluding act in the
mound building was the placement of four large white quartzite stones in the four
cardinal points’.

The burial of the krepis and the embankment of the Roman period was a one-
time organized event, and the size of the embankment suggests that it involved
considerable effort and the employment of many people. It is hard to guess the
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Fig. 8. North-western quarter of the mound: profiles (photo: B. Borislavov).

2 1

Fig. 9. Western profile and the burial structure (photo: B. Borislavov).
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purpose of this act, but the most logical explanation — minding the timing of the
event — seems to be a measure taken against the pagan practices after Christianity
was adopted as the official religion of the Roman Empire.

BRONZE AGE BURIAL

Burial structure and mortuary ritual

Several characteristics distinguish the Bronze Age burial under study from the
ones known from the region of Thrace, south of Haemus: 1. Cremation; 2. Above-
ground burial structure - a platform raised above the ancient ground; 3. Spreading
of the ashes and bones, collected from the pyre, over the area of the platform;
4. Versatile and rich burial inventory - gold, silver, bronze, and stone objects, as
well as a ceramic vessel. Since we have not yet arrived at an exact date for the burial
complex, it is hard to commit to a concrete comparison to roughly contemporary
necropolises from the region. Additional problem is posed by the extremely low
number of necropolises, which forces us to look for comparanda on a broader
chronological scale.

The burial ritual, registered at the tumulus, is cremation, performed outside
the burial structure perimeter. Soundings in the vicinity of the tumulus failed to
localize the pyre, but we think it is safe to assume that it was not in the immediate
neighborhood of the mound. The position of the cremation remains within the
burial structure was also unusual. The ashes and the bones were not left in the ves-
sel used to transport them from the pyre, but were spread over the stone platform

230.118
220618
229008

227898
227578

Western profile

227.048

1 - central structure
2 - crepida
3 - treasure-hunter 's ditch

4 - carth from treasure-hunter’s
ditch

Northern profile

T
5 [ - humus IBERY - vellowish red mottles 13| - light grey beaten clay
6 ZZ - greyish brown earth mw -red loam 14 - dark brown earth. charcoal

7 [EE0 - red carth 11 P - dark grey loam 15 =] - sterile soil
8 - light grey, hard earth 12 [T - dark brown loam 16 [£28] - stones

Fig. 10. Tumulus 1, northern and southern profiles (N. Ivanova):
1, 8-14 - Middle Bronze Age; 2, 7 - Roman Period (2"-3" c. AD); 6 — Late Roman Period (4" c. AD).
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prepared at the center of the burial structure. The position of the human remains
suggests that they were spread together with the gold beads.

Bronze Age cremations from Upper Thrace, according to the available data, are
rather exceptional. The commonly accepted practice throughout the EBA and
the LBA is inhumation. Flat necropolises (Bereketska mound necropolis, Nova
Zagora, Polski Gradec), as well as tumulus necropolises (Malka Detelina, Golyama
Detelina, Mednikarovo, Ovchartsi, etc.) were in use (fig. 11). In the EBA the body
is normally placed in a burial pit, dug in the virgin soil, while in the LBA the
embankment of earlier mounds is utilized (ITanasioros 1989, 57; Menkosa 2003,
133).

The only graves dated to the MBA - near the village of Ovchartsi, near the village
of Drama, Yambol district, and near Debelt, Burgas district, are also inhumations.
However, the three of them are different. The Ovchartsi grave is placed in a pit,
dug very deep into the earlier EBA mound embankment; its inventory is rich
(gold hair ornaments, bronze needle, belt elements and an imported wheel-made
vessel), with parallels pointing to Central Europe and the Aegean-Anatolian world
(Anexcanpnpos 2007, 75). The inhumation pit-grave from Drama, is dated on the
basis of an undecorated pitcher with analogies in the Monteoru culture in the
time of Tei II-III, synchronous to MH III - LH I. (Lichardus et al. 2000, 166, Abb.
58). The grave from Debelt, Burgas district, dated to the first half of the second
millennium BC, is so far the only analogy for burial on a stone-formed platform
raised above the ancient ground. Its placement at the beginning of the MBA is
argued on the basis of an amphora with parallels in layers II-III of tell Galabovo
(Lestakov 1995, 41).

The closest parallel for the Izvorovo grave, in terms of funerary ritual, is the re-
cently discovered EBA III necropolis by Dabene, Karlovo district (Xpuctos 2005a,
80-81). To-date, Dabene is the second bi-ritual EBA II-III necropolis (featuring
cremations and inhumations) on Bulgarian territory, and the first of its kind on
the Upper Thrace valley, where cremation is the only burial rite attested during
the EBA III (XpucroB 2005b, 132). As in Izvorovo, the funeral pyres at Dabene
were situated outside of the burial structure. Ash and bones from the cremation,
mixed with gold objects (mostly items of personal decoration), are found spread
over the ancient terrain, covered up by a stone pile. The destruction of the items
of personal decoration could be considered introduction of a new practice in the
EBA III Thracian burial rites, and the tearing and piercing of gold jewelry (ritual
killing) in the Izvorovo tumulus could be seen as a continuation of the practice. I
know of no similar practice from the lands outside of Thrace, which could be an
argument for the local origin of the custom. Dabene’s complex is different from
Izvorovo’s primarily in terms of the lack of prearranged platform of stones and clay
(to spread the cremated bones on) and in the exposure/immersion of at least some
of the gold beads to fire, melting partially some of them. The most striking differ-
ence between the two sites is the chronological gap, demonstrated in the pottery
assemblage found in the two mounds, as well as by the gold beads comparanda,
which connects some of Dabene materials to Polyochni, Leukas, some to Troy II
and II-IIT hoards (EBA II), and others to Lower and Middle Danube and Bulgaria
(EBA III) (Xpuctos 2005b, 133-135).

The Izvorovo Tumulus Nol is the first Bronze Age burial found in regular ex-
cavations in the Sakar region. The preferred regional EBA burial practices remain
uncertain, since no necropolises have been registered by either Mihalich or the
rest of the open-type settlements in Southern Sakar (Stefanova 2005; CrosiHos /
Jlemaxos 2005). With regard to the LBA burial ritual, the unconfirmed data from



O tumular necropolis, cremation

@ tumular necropolis, inhumation

Fig. 11. Necropolises in

south-eastern Thrace during
the Bronze Age (N. Ivanova).

Early Bronze Age:

1 — Dabene;

2 — Dolno Sahrane;

3 - Bereket cemetery;
4 - Mednikarovo

Middle Bronze Age:
5 — Izvorovo;

6 — Ovchartsi;

7 — Debelt;

Late Bronze Age:

8- Golyama Detelina;
9 — Malka Detelina;
10 - Polski Gradets;
11 - Ovcharitsa II;
12 - Kolarovo;

13 - Levka;

14 - Drama;

15 - Nova Zagora;

16 - Kran.
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surveys and chance finds available, cremation seems to have been preferred in the
whole the region. Near the village of Kolarovo, only 5-6 km from the tumulus we
excavated, in the course of vineyard cultivation, a ceramic pitcher with ashes and
bones was found, possibly from an eroded low mound, dated to the 14®-13" c.
BC (Stoyanov / Nikov 1997, 230, fig. 49.1, 49/a). On a gently slanting slope near
the village of Levka (Southern Sakar), a necropolis of low, heavily eroded mounds
with earth-and-stone embankment was registered. Among the stones of one of
the mounds, a bronze dagger (LBA) was found, and there were again indications
of burned bones (bopucnasos 1999, 193, tabm. 125, 1). The scanty data presently
available implies that, at least from the MBA to the end of the LBA, cremation
was the preferred burial practice. The remains were usually covered by a slightly
raised stone embankment, atop of which earth was piled to produce low mounds,
normally situated on relatively low, gentle slopes.

Burial inventory

According to use, the artefacts found beneath the tumulus mound could be ar-
ranged into three groups: 1. Objects used in the burial ritual and the accompanying
rites (a ceramic amphora-shaped vessel, clay spindle-whorl, fragments of pottery
vessels in the fil.); 2. Personal everyday-use items (a bronze razor, a whetstone);
3. Items of personal adornment and jewelry (gold and silver objects) — which
served to signal social status and prestige, and were probably symbolically charged
in religious ceremonies.

1. Objects used in the burial ritual and the accompanying rites

1.1. Ceramic vessel — amphora (cat. #1; fig. 12).

The only vessel in Izvorovo Tumulus #1 found intact was most likely used to
transport the ashes and the bones from the funerary pyre to the tumulus. It is hard
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to decide whether the vessel was purposefully produced for the funerary; if it was
previously used in the everyday life, or it was just used in religious ceremonies. It
was deposited in a designated space of the same strata with the rest of the burial
inventory and the burnt human remains.

Shape. The vessel has an almost biconical shape, with a slightly conical neck
and outturned rim. Two vertical handles are placed on the shoulders. Amphorae
appear in Thrace during the EBA III, and their origin is thought to be EBA
IIT - MBA Anatolia (Leshtakov 1996, 262), but there are also good analogies in
continental Greece (Hanschmann 1981, Taf. 1.10, 4.6, 110.16, 110.17). The tech-
nological characteristics, as well as the paste facture indicate local production, an
impression further strengthened by the fact that no significant difference exists
between the amphora and the local LBA pottery from already studied neighbor-
ing sites®.

Decoration. The Izvorovo amphora combines several decorative techniques -
incised, embossed, relief and white encrusted. Both the decorative techniques and
the decorative motifs are well known in Thrace throughout the Bronze Age - the
EBA and the LBA. The incised hanging triangular fields, filled in with pits (and
during the LBA - with oblique stripes, inscribed triangles, etc.) and encrusted
with white paste are among the favored decorative motifs. The applied cylindrical
knobs, placed on the opposing sides of the vessel, equally spaced from the handles,
appear in the EBA III, and continue to be in use throughout the second millen-
nium BC. The shaping of the handles is specific, and could also be considered part
of the relief decoration of the vessel. The two handles are vertical, with a flattened
oval section. The lower end of each is transformed into a relief band, which forms
an arch and merges with the upper end. Viewed frontally, one perceives an ellipse,
with the handle at its center.

Comparanda. The best paralells for the Izvorovo amphora are found in the
Galabovo tell pottery, layers I-IIIa, dated to the MBA, in Debelt, and in Constantia
(Lestakov 1993, 191-222, Abb. 8-12, 11-5, 16.1, 3, 4; Leshtakov et al. 2001, fig.
36/b). The parallel to the Constantia vessel is only drawn because of the formation
of the handle, whereas the relief bands stemming from the upper and lower end
of the handle do not overlap. A fragment of a similar amphora was also reported
from the lowermost layers at the rock sanctuary near the village of Tatul, in the

Fig. 12. Amphora - OF-40
(drawings: A. Petrova).

8 The technological char-
acteristics are very similar
to the LBA pottery from
the rock sanctuary in the
Semercheto locality, near
the village of Dositeevo,
some 8 km from Izvorovo
Tumulus #1 (unpublished
excavations of the author).



Fig. 13. Clay spindle-whorl
— OF-8 (N. Ivanova).

9Tt was found almost at the
base of the looter’s crater.
This is the only find with
uncertain stratigraphic
context, which could not
be assigned to a closed
complex, but we consider
it safe to include it together
with the burial inventory.

10 The metal, heavily
deteriorated, is currently
undergoing restoration
in the NHM labs.
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Eastern Rhodope, dated to the end of the first quarter of the second millennium
BC (OBuapos et al. 2008, 43, 06p. 5b 2). The comparison between the amphora
from the II layer at Galabovo (Lestakov 1993, 212, 214, Abb. 11-5) and an amphora
from the northern slope of the Athenian agora (Immerwahr 1971, 75-76, pl. 18,
271) is quite interesting. The Galabovo find is claimed to be wheel-made, despite
the lack of the characteristic of that technology surface marks. It is accepted
that it is an imported item of the Minyan black ware. The above-cited Athenian
Agora amphora, dated to the Lerna V (MH) period, is cited as its best parallel.
Juxtaposing the three containers, an assortment of similarities and divergences
in various details comes to the foreground, but generally speaking the three share
many common features. One of the important conclusions of this comparison is
that the two Thracian amphorae share decorative technique, as well as the location
on the decoration on the body - just under the transition between the neck and
the body, and perhaps, present a good case for the intrusion of, and the reception
of, trends in ceramic styles, altered in accordance with local taste and worldviews.
The Izvorovo amphora, with its undoubted local origin, exemplifies a more ad-
vanced stage of this process.

1.2. Clay spindle-whorl.

While clearing of the earth of the looter’s ditch, a biconical clay spindle-whorl was
found’ (cat. #2; fig. 13) — these types of artifacts played a special role in the burial
and cult practices since the Chalcolithic period, and are almost mandatory at-
tributes in the graves (especially those with cremation) in the Rhodope mountains
(second-first — millennium BC), as well as in the rock- and pit-sanctuaries. In
the later red-earth embankment, dated to the Roman age, no clay spindle-whorls
were found, so its find-spot, as well as the clay characteristics - identical to the
amphorae paste, give us reason to conclude that the spindle-whorl is among the
objects buried together with the incinerated remains at the pyre. In addition,
spindle-whorls were among the most common finds in the near-by LBA-EIA
rock-sanctuary in the Semercheto locality, near Dositeevo.

1.3. Fragments of pottery vessels.

The fragments of pottery vessels, found distributed in the stone embankment, are
not many. Some were found in the stone layer immediately above the layer of the
central burial structure saturated with finds. Those are fragments of several hand-
made pots, with grayish-brown and grayish-black color, produced of coarse paste
mixed with quartz and mica. A portion of the fragments has brown patches. The
pot deposited in the southeastern periphery at the end of the construction of the
stone heap, was made of very coarse and poorly fired clay, and was decorated with
arelief band. This container probably marks the end of the ritual actions following
the burial, or is evidence of commemorative practices.

2. Personal items

Here belong the bronze razor and the whetstone. They bear no trace of being
placed in the funeral pyre, and are deposited as a set near the amphorae. Both
objects, without doubt, were extensively used.

2.1. Bronze razor'.

The bronze razor is of ellipsoid shape, with a rounded tip, with a single curved
cutting edge. The handle is relatively short, with a rectangular section. Presently
the artifact is of bluish-green color and porous surface. (cat. #3, fig. 14). During
cleaning at the NHM lab, a minute piece of wood was discovered at the base of
the handle, which suggests the razor supported a wooden handle. I know of no
comparable find from the territory of Bulgaria, although ever since EBA, and espe-
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cially since the MBA, razors are common in graves, hoards and at settlement sites
throughout Europe, the Mediterranean and Anatolia (Efe 2002, 54, fig. 5.6, 6.1, 2;
Branigan 1974, 33, 34, PL. 16; Kavanagh 1991, 77). The closest paralell is a frag-
ment from a green schist mold, from the Micro Vouni settlement at Samothrace,
found in a level dated to the second half of the 18% c. BC (Matsas 1995, 236, 243,
P1L. XXXVIIIa). Its shape resembles the Izvorovo razor, but the Mikro Vouni object
is of relatively lesser dimensions — about 1 cm narrower blade. The shape of its
handle, however, is not certain, since the mold was broken at precisely this point
and the fragment is missing.

2.2. Whetstone (cat. #4, fig. 14, 15).

It is of irregular trapezoid shape, narrowing and pointed towards one end. A
hole is bored through the narrow end, wide enough to accommodate a rope or a
thong, used to attach the whetstone — most likely to a belt. The opposite end of the
whetstone is broken, but what remains suggests well rounded edges, a hint that
the owner was once fond of the object.

The traces of wear on the surface allow us to claim that the object was used to
whet, held in the left hand, while the object whetted was held in the right hand.
The sharp edge of the whetstone was also used as a hammer!'. Two kinds of resi-
due were deposited on the surface - brown and black (resembling bitumen), with
different structure and origin.

These two artifacts are so far the strongest argument towards identifying the
interred person as male. The strongest argument against this identification is the
set of gold beads. Similar adornments during the Bronze Age were used by men,
as well as by women. It is thought that the practice was originally Minoan, and
was adopted in other parts of the Aegean world (Dickinson 1994, 180). It is likely
that in addition to adornment the gold bead-necklace served predominantly to
signal prestige and social status. The need for symbolic proof of social standing

117 express my gratitude to
Dr. M. Gyurova (NAIM-
BAS) for the consultation.

Fig. 14. Bronze razor
(photo: B. Borislavov).



Fig. 15. Whetstone
(drawings: A. Petrova;
photo: B. Borislavov).

12 These observations on
the technology are only
preliminary. The de-
tailed analysis of all metal
finds is forthcoming.
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(most commonly - the need to display many gold objects) is conditioned by the
political development and the necessity to corroborate social position (Laffineur
2003, 84).

3. Jewelry and adornments

3.1. Gold object, shaped as spindle-whorl (cat. #5, fig. 16a).

The object was found in the western half of the Central structure, in an area with
high concentration of large (barley grain-shaped) and small (spherical) gold
beads. It was made of two hemi-spherical halves of gold sheet, connected at the
maximum diameter'?. In a sector the two halves seem to be soldered together,
attached firmly, after which the two halves are “closed”. It is easily seen that one
half slightly overlaps the other. The consequent treatment obliterated the resulting
edge in certain areas. The object has two holes, of equal diameter. After the two
constituting halves were connected, the decoration, consisting of five engraved
oblique lines running between the two holes was applied. The five lines form a
zigzag along the circumference. A sharp instrument (chisel) was used for the en-
graving of the decorative lines. The decorative motive is known from the ceramic
vessels with incised decoration in Southern Thrace — Nova Zagora, Constantia
(EBA III/MBA), including the amphora from Galabovo, layer IV (JIemakos 2006,
¢ur. 21; Lestakov 1993, Abb. 16/4).

Most likely, immediately before its deposition, the gold “spindle-whorl” was
perforated in three places with a sharp instrument, which caused tearing of
the walls. The tear is along the maximum diameter, and all three are limited to
the decorated areas. It can be claimed with certainty that the perforations were
intentional, and not accidental. Comparable practice of “killing” artefacts, used
as burial inventory, is widely attested. It is believed that the practice secures the
transition of the object in the afterlife. However, the perforation of gold objects is
rare.

3.2. Gold object shaped as spindle-whorl (cat. #6, fig. 16b).

A second similar object is found in the eastern half of the central structure. It is
larger and heavier than the first one, and bears different decoration, but is very
close to the first one in shape. The production method is identical - the two halves
are produced separately from gold sheet, and later joined. Now the seam is much
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more precise, and harder to distinguish with naked eye. The object has two open-
ings, centrally placed, and at both holes the gold sheet is curved inwards. The
decoration is applied in a similar manner, after the two halves are conjoined, but
in now it consists of tightly spaced parallel lines, running from one opening to the
other.

The object is pierced by a blade in two opposing spots, at the ridge between
the two halves. The pressure of the perforation cracked the seam, but the object
remained whole. The destruction of the object just preceded the funeral or oc-
curred during it.

The two gold objects, shaped as spindle-whorls, though found separately,
and relatively distanced from each other, and despite the differences in size and
decoration, should be properly regarded as a set. The shape and the production
method are very similar. I know of no exact parallels, which significantly impedes
the attempt to define their function. There are at least four potential explanations,
and it is of course possible that neither of them is valid. Most likely the two ob-
jects are part of an adornment (necklace or a string), i.e. they are in fact large
beads. Both are found above the rest of the gold beads, which are smaller than the
diameter of the holes in either of the objects, and hence could not belong to the
same jewelry item. If we were to accept that the strings were torn and they were
spread within a designated space, the two artefacts were may have been a part of a

Fig. 16. Gold objects, shaped
as spindle-whorl: a OF-15; b

OF-30 (drawings: A. Petrova;
photos: B. Borislavov).
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different adornment item, which would also explain the fact that they were found
some 2.96 m apart. In addition, it must not be forgotten that the looter’s ditch cuts
through the center of the structure, between the two finds, and hence it is possible
that other similar items could have been originally deposited here as well (fig. 5).

During the LBA in the Aegean world, beads similar to 3.2, are quite popular and
common, but are usually smaller (spherical or biconical), and usually produced of
cheaper material - faience or glass (Nightingale 2003, fig. 1. 14, 15; Baxevani-
Kouzioni / Markoulaki 1996, fig. 64; Ingram 2005, 38-42). Relatively larger, hollow
gold beads are found in the Mycenaean necropolis Aidonia, dated to the 15" c. BC.
Those are smaller (1 - 1.5 cm) than the Izvorovo artefacts, but are a good example
of beads produced in a similar manner - from two separate halves, joined in the
middle and afterwards decorated. The decoration on some resembles strongly the
one applied on 3.2, while others bear granulation and cloisonné (Demakopoulou
1997b, 19, fig. 11, 17; cat. #13, 14, 17). At grave VIII from the Mycenae prehistoric
necropolis, (LM II), ten such gold beads were found, of smaller size, and with less
densely spaced engraved lines (Alden 2000, 43, PL. 14a).

Three other, less likely interpretations are that the two objects could have been
scepter heads (staffs), needle-tops, or spindle-whorls with ritualistic/symbolic
function. Examples of small scepters with bronze handles and gold heads that
closely resemble the Izvorovo object (cat. #6) in shape and decoration are known
from the EBA II/III Alaca Héyiik burial complexes (Kosay 1951, Pl. CXLVIII,
CCV, fig. 1, 50, CCVI). The difference lies in the lack of bronze handle, an element
that was of course not mandatory, but the equal diameter of both openings on
both objects would make the fastening of the handle harder. Almost the same
arguments hold true for the interpretation of the objects as “needle-heads” — even
more so, since no needle-body was found. The resemblance to spindle-whorls
is most striking, since similarly decorated and shaped clay artefacts abound.
However, there is no convincing evidence to support their interpretation as ritual
gold spindle-whorls.

3.3. String of gold beads

The most numerous finds in Tumulus #1 are the gold beads. A total of 344 - 174
large, which bear channels and incised lines to resemble barley seeds, and 170
small ones, which are spherical and bear short grooves. As far as it could be judged
by the position where the in beads were found, and by the relatively equal number
discovered, we could presume that the small and the large beads were elements
from one or more identical strings (fig. 17). If they were strung into one necklace,
it probably alternated small and large beads, to a total length of 1.60 m. Just like
the two gold objects resembling spindle-whorls, some beads were perforated by a
blade, which caused tearing of their walls. Such perforations were found in six of
the small and thirteen of the large beads. Other sixteen beads have cracks at the
mouth of their holes, which could be explained by the ripping of the string. Black
residue (resembling bitumen), identical to the one found on the whetstone, was
found on one small and one large bead. Another large bead bears brown deposit,
such as the one observed on some of the pottery fragments, on the whetstone, and
in a spot on the smaller gold “spindle-whorl” (3.1).

3.3.1. Large beads (barley-shaped or grain-like) (cat. #7, fig. 18).

The large beads are 174 in number. Their shape is quite complex — and hard to
describe® - elongated, with three grooves, alternating with three convex sectors,
narrowing towards the two bead openings, and widest at the middle of the bead,
at its maximum diameter. The convex sectors have additional decoration of two,
three or four longitudinal engraved lines. Based on the number of lines, five vari-
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Fig. 18. Grain-like beads - variants (drawings: A. Petrova; photos: B. Borislavov).

ants have been distinguished. Variant I - with two engraved lines on each of the
three convex sectors — 2-2-2; Variant II - 1-2-2 lines; Variant III - 3-2-2 lines;
Variant IV - 3-3-3 lines; Variant V - 4-3-3 lines (fig. 18, fig. 19). These variants
are conditional, since it is obvious that the main factor was the shape of the bead,
while the additional decorative lines were applied in accordance with the avail-
able space on the convex sectors. More importantly, there are no beads without
the additional engraved lines. Certain variation in the proportion - length v/s
maximum diameter - is observed, but on the whole the beads seem to form a set
and it could be claimed with a fair degree of certainty that they were all produced
simultaneously, in the same workshop (or by the same craftsman)'.

To-date, we have received report on the chemical composition of two of the
large beads only* (fig. 20). The chemical composition suggests that alluvial gold

Fig. 17. String of grain-like
beads and spherical beads
(photos: B. Borislavov).
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14T would abstain for now
from commenting on the
technology, to which a spe-
cial study will be dedicated.

15 The analyses are carried
out in the Department Test
Laboratory at the Eurotest-
Control Inc. - Sofia.
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was used. 19-20"™ century sources report procurement of alluvial gold in the im-
mediate vicinity (ABges 2005, 284).

Comparanda. At present, best paralells are found on the island of Crete. At Agia
Triada, in a tholos tomb a necklace was found of 39 hollow gold beads of various
sizes — 21 shaped as “grains of wheat”, twelve shaped as drops, and six spherical. It
is dated to the 15" c. BC (Demakopoulou 1997a, 48, cat. #34; Paribeni 1905, 59).
By their shape and production technology, the almond-shaped ones are an exact
match to the Izvorovo beads - they feature channels along the length of the body,
the only difference being the lack of incisions on the convex sectors in the Cretan
examples. The earliest beads of this type were found on Crete in Pre-Palatial
contexts. A similar necklace of gold beads, shaped as grains of wheat, alternating
with spherical beads of lapis lazuli, was found in a tholos tomb at Knossos (1500-
1400 BC) (Hood 1993, 249, fig. 207T). Identical beads are also parts of strings of
different in shape and material beads. From a well-dated deposit (LM I A), near
the Temple Tomb at Knossos, a similar gold bead was found together with others
of carneol and amethyst (Pendlebury 1963, 221, Pl. XXXVI, 4). Similar beads are
also found in a burial in a larnax from Pyrgos, in a royal tomb at Izopata (LM II),
and in Mallia, while in a tholos tomb at Kakovatos similarly shaped beads were
produced of lapis lazuli (Higgins 1980, 58, 64; Pendlebury 1963, 221). Gold beads
shaped as grains of wheat continue to be in use on Crete and in burial contexts in
later periods (LM III A1) - as in a chamber tomb at Pankalochori - (Baxevani-
Kouzioni / Markoulaki 1996, 689, 690, fig. 50/9, €, 0, , 66). Comparable bead was
found next to a bronze sword in a chamber tomb at Chania, NW Crete, dated to
LM IIT A2/LM III B (Karantzali 1986, 78, fig. 18/T8).

Outside Crete, the closest analogy for the Izvorovo beads comes from a
Mycenaean grave (IX) from the Athenian agora, dated to LH III A - a single gold
bead with identical shape, decoration and dimensions (Immerwahr 1971, 108,
194, PL. 41, Tomb IX, (J 8:1), 2, PL. 77, IX/2).
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Fig. 21. Spherical beads —
variants (drawings: A. Petrova;
photos: B. Borislavov).
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In one of the little-known Cycladic MBA necropolises situated on the island of
Keos-Agia Irini - in grave #24 a necklace of stone and gold beads was found. One
of the beads is shaped as a grain of wheat and thus resembles the Izvorovo beads
(Davis 1992, 709, fig. 2).

In summary, the comparanda for the Izvorovo wheat-shaped beads demon-
strate clearly that this type of beads was in use from the MBA to the end of the
LBA (together with examples produced in faience and glass), that they are most
common on the island of Crete, and that they are found individually, or in combi-
nation with other types of beads on the island of Keos and in Attica. To-date the
Izvorovo find of such a large number of gold beads, shaped as wheat/barley grains
is unprecedented, with no parallels even on Crete.

3.3.2. Small beads (Spherical beads) (cat. #8, fig. 21).
The small beads, a total of 170 pieces, are hollow, of spherical shape, and have wide
openings. On some beads the seams of the sheet from which they were produced

Fig. 22. Spherical beads.
Percentage distribution
of the variants (diagram:
N. Ivanova).



Fig. 23. Findings, discovered
nearby the amphora OF-40: a
gold and silver plates joined
by a silver rivet; b silver

ring (drawings: A. Petrova;
photos: B. Borislavov).

THE IZVOROVO GOLD. A BRONZE AGE TUMULUS FROM HARMANLI DISTRICT ... 21

is observable. On most beads, however, the seam is perfectly smoothed. All small
beads were decorated with engraved lines. As with the large beads, the number
of the engraved lines varies, which prompts the distinction of eight variants — for
beads with five to twelve lines, with the largest number of beads featuring eight
and nine lines (fig. 21, fig. 22). Stylistically the small beads are completely com-
patible with the large wheat/barley-shaped beads; the decorative technique is
identical and it could be accepted that both kinds of beads have a common origin
and belonged to a single string.

A similar type of beads constituted gold items of personal adornment in the
Bronze Age Aegean and the Near East, usually as complementing elements of
necklaces. (Tpeiictep 1996, 210-212; xat. #78-101; Ozgiig / Temizer 1993, 614,
fig. 34, 40). In later LBA stages, such beads were made of fajience or glass — mind-
ing the examples from Elateia — Alonaki (LH III C middle to Protogeometric)
(Nightingale 2003, fig.1/6) or Uluburun (1320+15 B.C.) (Ingram 2005, 28, fig. 2/5;
fig. B 11-15; Manning et al. 2009, 181).

3.4. Gold and silver plates, joined by a silver rivet (cat. #9, fig. 23a).

This object could well be the most extraordinary and strange of all the artefacts
making up the burial inventory of Izvorovo Tumulus #1. It is the only item pro-
duced of two different precious metals, as well as the only one with an utterly
puzzling function. The two rectangular plates — one of gold, the other one of silver,
are asymmetrically fixed to each other by the silver rivet, for which a special hole
is made in the gold plate. Both sides of the silver plate are covered with deposits.
The gold plate has nine small additional punctured holes along three of its sides,
irregularly spaced and with varying depth and diameters. Traces of smoothing
and secondary scratches on the surface of the gold plate could be distinguished,
as well as wear towards one of its ends, due to a prolonged abrasion by textile,
leather, or another material. The side boards of both plates are uneven, jagged
or even spiky at places. This seems to suggest that, whatever the function of the
object was, those fringes were hidden. The thickness of the plates, too, is uneven;
the silver plate is thickest at the sector where the base of the rivet is located.

In shape, both conjoined plates resemble a button. It is possible that the object
actually served such a function - a two-sided - gold and silver - button. Such an
interpretation, however, leaves the jagged condition of the sides without explana-
tion. It seems that those borders were intentionally unfinished, as if exposing the
edge in a “just-cut” condition. This decision is in sharp contrast with the traces of
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prolonged use, left on the surface of the gold plate. Another possibility is that the
entire object served as a kind of a rivet — for a wooden, leather, or other organic-
material object — now entirely lost.

3.5. Silver ring (cat. #10, fig. 23b).

The ring was found near the two plates. The seam is undistinguishable to naked
eye. The diameters at the two openings are unequal - one is 0.13 cm narrower
than the other. A multitude of ancient surface scratches suggests extended use. It is
hard to pinpoint the function of this silver ring, but given the narrowing diameter,
it seems most plausible that it used to line the handle of a now lost object.

ANALYSIS OF THE BURIAL INVENTORY

(REGIONAL CONTEXT OF THE BURIAL INVENTORY)

When the burial inventory is regarded as a complex, the first thing that attracts
attention is the observation that objects produced of all expensive metals — gold,
silver, bronze (with the exception of iron) - known to the Bronze Age society,
were included. It is important to underline that most likely, the artefacts uncov-
ered in the excavations do not represent the entire set originally deposited in the
structure. Despite that, the complex is notably rich and unique for the territory of
Southern Thrace to-date.

The metal finds from Izvorovo so far find no parallels in the immediate re-
gion, an observation even more valid for the decorative objects. Regardless of the
character of the context — funeral, settlement, or accidental finds, most common
in Thrace are gold and silver earrings, pendants and hair accessories, made of
varying in kind and number wire coils (Anekcanmpos 2009a; Anexkcangpos 2007;
Xpuctos 2005b). Unlike the richest of the previously excavated graves — Ovchartsi
(MBA) and Dabene (EBA III), at Izvorovo no items of personal adornment were
produced of gold or silver wire. Both the objects and the technology used to pro-
duce them are entirely different. Similarly, no paralells exist with other gold finds,
dated to the LBA (Anexcangpos 2009b; Vasileva 2004; Bounes 2003; Sherratt /
Taylor 1989).

Among the Izvorovo burial inventory, there are a number of objects that ap-
pear in Thrace for the first time - such as the hollow gold barley grain-shaped
beads. The scale of precision in their manufacture points to a very knowledgeable,
skillful and experienced jeweler. Accordingly, questions arise as to the local or
foreign origin of those objects, as well as to the location of the workshop that
produced them'. It seems very hard to prove that those items were the product
of local craftsmen, working in isolation from any foreign influences. Unlike all
preceding gold and silver Bronze Age finds in the territory of Thrace, which have
numerous paralells in Central Europe, the Carpathian basin, the lower Danube,
Troy, and Poliochni, Izvorovo assemblage produces no such objects (Anekcannpos
2009b; Christov 2008; Hristov 2007; David 2007). It is equally hard to find com-
mon elements with Mycenaean gold objects and jewels (Karo 1930; Higgins 1980;
Laffineur 2003).

THE "MINOAN CONNECTION" IN THRACE

As was noted in the analysis of the separate grave finds, the most exact and
numerous analogies are with Cretan jewelry, with jewels that bear Cretan influ-
ence, or with direct imports from Crete. If we are to assume that the Izvorovo
beads are of Minoan origin, several scenarios for their appearance in the Sakar
mountain could be suggested: 1. The beads were produced by local craftsmen,
informed in details about Minoan models and technology; 2. They were a direct

16 More definite answers to
those questions are likely to
be provided at the conclu-
sion of all studies and analy-
ses on the chemistry and

the technology of the metal
finds, hence the observations
shared in this article should
be considered preliminary.
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import from Crete — brought by Minoan merchants travelling along the Maritsa
valley; 3. Produced in a Cretan workshop, the beads were brought to the northern
Aegean coast (for example - to the Maritsa mouth), and transported to Sakar by
local representatives; 4. The beads were produced on the spot, in the Sakar region
by traveling Minoan craftsmen accompanying Minoan merchants.

The idea of traveling craftsmen, as an element of the Minoan trade organiza-
tion, is not new, but evidence to its support has been slow to accumulate. We side
with Sir Renfrew that trade contacts should not just be assumed, they need to
be demonstrated (Renfrew 1979, 24). However, similar proposition has also been
voiced in relation to the Valchitrun treasure (Sherratt / Taylor 1989, 128).

What evidence supports Minoan presence in Thrace?

The results from the excavations at the coastal settlement of Mikro Vouni, on the
island of Samothrace, seem to offer undeniable support to an extended Minoan
presence at one of the gates to Thrace - the Maritsa mouth (Matsas 1991; Matsas
1995). Over the course of the last years, new finds from Southern Thrace, fitting
within the context of the Cretan finds from Mikro Vouni seem to traverse a contact
route from Samothrace, up the Maritsa valley and along the Tundza river valley.

The most important find is that of a pierced clay spool with a Linear A inscrip-
tion from Drama, Yambol district. The text has been deciphered as AB 01-51-301-
[*]-[*], with the initial sign combinations 01-51 also found at the beginning of
a couple of texts from Knossos and Agia Triada (Lichardus et al. 2000, 159-162,
Abb. 57). It is accepted that Linear A was exclusively used for trade purposes,
which explains its occurrence at Ayia Irini, Phylakopi and Akrotiri (Matsas 1995,
242). 1 see no reason why the same assumption should not be extended to the
Drama item. The importance of this find is also supported by at least two more

Fig. 24. Map of possible
trade routes from Crete and
Asia Minor toward south-
eastern Thrace (N. Ivanova).
1 - Mihalich;

2 - Constantia;

3 — Galabovo;

4 — Kanligegit;

5 — Ovchartsi;

6 — Izvorovo;

7 — Drama;

8 — Dositeevo;

9 — Mikro Vouni;

10 - Troy;

11 - Athenian Agora;

12 - Agia Irini (Keya);

13 - Knossos;

14 - Agia Triada;

15 — Elateia-Alonaki. »pp - Trov (EBA 1I-1I1) > - Anatolia (EBA IIl - MBA 1) > - Crete (MBA)
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discoveries from the rock sanctuary, located just ten kilometers away from
Izvorovo - in the Semercheto locality near the village of Dositeevo. There, a clay
structure — a labrys-shaped altar, constructed from fitted clay pieces, and a clay
object (nodule) with a deep rectangular imprint of an animal (deer) were found.
The second object was found in a closed stratigraphic context, on top of a floor
level of the central sanctuary building (Bopucnasos 1999, 254-255, Ta65. 39/1)".

Another example is the Cretan spear-heads found in Thrace, whose analysis
concludes that there was undisputed Cretan interest vested in Thrace, and that
the Maritsa river was the main contact route (fig. 24). The presence of LM II-III
Cretan weapons has been interpreted as “diplomacy gifts” for the local rulers, who
secured metal supplies from the Continent to Crete (Héckmann 2007, 221-222).

In the context of those instances of Minoan presence in southern Thrace,
the most credible interpretation of the gold and silver finds from Izvorovo is to
attribute them to direct contacts with Minoan deputies (merchants?). At this pre-
liminary stage of excavation data processing, I believe that the items of decoration
from Tumulus No 1 were produced “on the spot” by Minoan craftsman/craftsmen.
It is possible that they had models at their disposal, and that they worked under
the errand of the local elite, and in accordance with the local taste, tradition and
need. For example, one of the two gold objects shaped as spindle-whorls (3.1) is
decorated in complete accordance with the local ornamental traditions. It is also
possible that the craftsmen used locally-procured material (gold or silver), which
would have also been a kind of insurance during their long travels.

DATE™

The various objects from the burial inventory have different inherent use-life, and
hence - different dating value. Thus, it is quite likely that the gold and silver objects
had much longer use-life in comparison to the ceramic vessel. The preliminary
date of the grave is based on the pottery vessel which, after its best parallels in
the pottery from the Galabovo tell, layers III-Ia, and in Debelt, has been assigned
an MBA date (Lestakov 1993, 191-222, Abb. 8-12, 11-5, 16/1, 3, 4). The three
uppermost layers of the Galabovo tell, have been dated after 2000 BC, based on
two C samples collected from the fourth layer (2470-2270/2240-2200 BC and
2270-2260/2200-2030 BC, cal.), and on imported Anatolian pottery (Gorsdorf /
BojadzZiev 1996, 163). Comparanda on the imports is found in well-stratified sites
in Anatolia, and supports the opinion that the Galabovo III-Ia objects could be
placed at the end of EBA III- the beginning of the Transitional period to the
beginning of the XVIII c. BC. On the other hand, parallels with the Mikro Vouni
pottery assemblage (on Samothrace) have also been suggested, which points to
contemporaneous existence of Galabovo III-Ia and the Mikro Vouni, and hence
puts the discussed levels in the XVIII c. BC (Jlemrakos 2006, 182).

It must be kept in mind that at the beginning of the MBA the situation in Asia
Minor changed and the contacts between Thrace and Anatolia must have rapidly
loosened, while Anatolia was structuring a new trade network (Efe 2002, 59).
In contrast with the final EBA III and initial MBA interest of certain Anatolian
centers, in trading, and even in launching colonization in Thrace - as exempli-
fied by the settlement at Kanligecit (Ozdogan 2003, 342-343, 356; Ozdogan 2007,
207), this interest disappears in the following period. The period of this change
is easily defined on the basis of Anatolian imports in Kanligecit and Galabovo
(Ozdogan 2003, 355; Leshtakov 1996, 259-264). This is a very important clarifica-
tion, since the Galabovo III-Ia amphorae, which we cite as closest comparanda for
the Izvorovo amphora, were found together with the imported Anatolian pottery.
Consequently, the lack of any kind of Anatolian goods or influences at Izvorovo

17 The stratum, to which
the imprint belongs, is
dated to the second half of
the LBA (13"-12% ¢. BC),
but, given the sacral nature
of the site, the object was
considerably older than

its deposition context.

18 We are expecting

C analyses, which should
allow for a more refined
date for the complex.
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points to the fact that the funeral took place after the interruption of the contacts
between Anatolia and Thrace - i.e., after the beginning/middle of the 18" ¢. BC.
On the other hand, the analogy with the Tatul vessel, dated to the end of the first
quarter of the second millennium BC, shows that this type of vessel remains in
fashion not only during the final EBA III - initial MBA, but also throughout the
MBA. Unfortunately, this precise period of the Bronze Age in Thrace is very little
known, which means that presently the ceramic vessel is only of a limited use for
the precise dating of the complex.

The other chronological yardsticks for our attempt to assign a preliminary
date to the Izvorovo grave is the Mikro Vouni settlement (Samothrace), whence
five C samples have been published. After calibration, the second construction
phase, to which the Minoan roundels and nodules belong, is dated to the second
half of the 18" c. BC and most likely towards the end of the late MM II/MM III A
(Matsas 1991, 168; Matsas 1995, 236). The same level produced the fragment of a
stone razor mold cited as similar to the one found at Izvorovo.

This date is entirely supported by the date of the best parallels for the gold
beads — the MM-LM I Cretan provenience finds. Although there the beads are
often found, though in isolation, in funerary contexts up till LM III A, there are
reasons to believe that the Izvorovo beads were produced some time during the
second half of the MBA (possibly at the end of 18" - 17 ¢c. BC MM LI/LM I). It is
possible that they were deposition as burial inventory at least some decades later.

CONCLUSION

The rich burial inventory - the quantity and the skilled manufacture of the objects,
the ritual, as well as the burial structure, show convincingly that the person buried
there was a member of an elite, the existence of which, until now, was not even
suspected for the territory of Thrace during the first half of the second millen-
nium BC. This observation challenges the currently accepted opinion that during
the EBA III and the MBA, no clear social differentiation existed in Thrace, and
that the priestly institution was not clearly defined (Jlemaxos 2006, 205-206). I
am convinced that both statements, or at the very least their dogmatic overtones,
should be subjected to a thorough revision.

The results from the excavations of Izvorovo Tumulus #1 present us with many
new questions, such as: where are the burials of the other elite members; is it pos-
sible that we have failed locating them because of the specifics of the burial struc-
ture formation, the specifics of the embankment, and the specifics of the ritual;
what were the graves of those people who did not belong to the elite class; what
types of locations were selected for them; and was the same funerary ritual used
for them? What is the context of the Izvorovo tumulus in terms of contemporary
settlements, necropolises and sanctuaries?

The tumulus near Izvorovo is of great importance, because of the possible ori-
gin of the unique gold jewelry items, and the possible way they reached the Sakar
mountains, thus presenting a very strong argument in favour of the “Minoan
connection” in Thrace.

The southern Thracian finds from the recent years — the Dabene necropolis
gold, the Ovchartsi rich MBA grave, the Devin burial with bronze rapier type
A (according to Caro) (Bopucnasos / ViBanosa 2007, 87-89), as well as some
older finds, like the Valchitrun Treasure, show that the social organization of the
Thracian population in the first half of the second millennium BC was much more
complex than we are used to believe.
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CATALOGUE

1. Amphora-shaped vessel (fig. 12)

Field record entry #44. Height — 26 cm, diameter at the
mouth - 14.6 cm, maximum diameter — 23.1 cm, diameter
of the base (flat) - 8 to 8.2 cm, handles - vertical (height
- 5.4 cm), the upper and lower part of the handle connect,
section - flat, minimum width - 2.6 cm, thickness 1.1cm.
Wall thickness — 0.6 to 0.7 cm. Paste — high concentration
of fine mica, medium high concentration of fine quartz.
Fracture - tri-partite, wide grey core. Surface - fine engobe
slip. Color — dark brown, grey-black at spots. Decoration
- incised, embossed; motives - incised triangles, filled in
with embossed, white paste filled dots; relief decoration
- two cylindrical knobs - diameter at the base 1.15 cm,
height - 1 cm, attached to the wall at even distance from
the two handles.

2. Clay spindle-whorl (fig. 13)

Field record entry #8. Shape - bi-conical. Height - 2.7 cm,
maximum diameter - 3 cm, diameter of the hole - 0.6 cm.
Paste - coarse, small quartz and mica particles. Color -
dark brown. Undecorated.

3. Bronze razor (fig. 14)

Field record entry #42. Shape of the blade - elliptical. Total
length - 13.5 cm, maximum width - 5.5 cm, blade length
- 11.5 cm, blade thickness - 1 mm, socket length — 2 cm,
socket section — quadrangular.

4. Whetstone (fig. 15)

Field record entry #43. Shape - prismatic. Section — quad-
rangular. Hole drilled through one end, diameter - 0.8 cm.
Length - 9 cm, width - 2.2 to 2.9 cm. Fragment broken oft
the lower part.

5. Gold bead (fig. 16a)

Field record entry #15. Shape — oblate spheroid. Weight —
4.76 g, maximum diameter - 2.55 cm, height - 1.39 cm,
diameter of the hole — 0.545 cm, thickness of the gold
sheet — 0.05 cm. Decoration — engraved lines (5), running
in a broken zigzag around the two symmetrically drilled
holes. Torn at three places (in the area of the maximum
diameter).

6. Gold bead (fig. 16b )

Field record entry #30. Shape — oblate spheroid. Weight
- 6.63 g, maximum diameter — 3.212 cm, height 1 - 1.25
cm, height 2 - 1.182 cm, maximum diameter of the hole
1 - 0.757 cm, diameter of the hole 2 - 0.75 cm, thickness of
the gold sheet — 0.023 to 0.03 cm. Decoration - engraved
parallel lines, running from the center to the periphery.
Secondary perforation and a cut, caused by a sharp instru-
ment, in the area of the maximum diameter.

7. Gold beads - a total of 174 (fig. 18)

Field record entry #9-13, 16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 32-37,
40, 46, 48, 50, 52, 54. Shape - hollow, barley grain-shaped,
with three longitudinal channels. Tri-partite section. Total
weight - 35.7 g, maximum diameter - 0.49 cm, length
- 0.63 to 0.77 cm, diameter of the hole 0.11 to 0.17 cm,
thickness of the gold sheet — 0.018 to 0.023 cm. Decoration
- engraved longitudinal lines on the three projecting
sectors.

8. Gold beads - a total of 170 (fig. 21)

Field record entry #14, 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 38, 41, 45,
47,49,51, 53,55, 56. Shape - spherical. Total weight - 6.476
g, maximum diameter - 0.245 to 0.295 cm, length - 0.22 to
0.26 cm, diameter of the hole 0.11 to 0.14 cm, thickness of
the gold sheet — 0.018 to 0.023 cm. Decoration - engraved
longitudinal lines.

9. Gold and silver plate, joined by a silver rivet
(fig. 23a)

Field record entry #39. Weight - 3.43 g. Total object height
- 0.772 cm; total object width - 1.639 cm. Gold plate -
0.935/0.802 cm, thickness - 0.211 to 0.214 cm; silver rivet
- diameter - 0.177/0.197 cm, length - 0.77 cmy; silver plate
-1.053/0.940 cm, thickness - 0.208 to 0.140 cm.

10. Silver ring (fig. 23b)

Field record entry #31. Section - flat, trapezoidal. Weight
- 2.48 g. Diameter 1 - 2.011 to 2.02 cm, diameter 2 - 1.88
to 1.9 cm, thickness — 0.74 to 0.58 cm, width - 0.632 to
0.645 cm.
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PYLIEBUHM ¥ MaTepUai OT CeMLle, KOeTO CIIOpeR JaHHNUTE OT IIOBBbPXHOCTTA,
e cplecTByBasio mpe3 pumckus nepuox (II - IV B. cn. Xp.). Ha 300-400 m
CEeBEpOM3TOYHO € PA3IIONOXKEeH HEKPOIIO/, KOJTO Ce OTHACS KbM CBIIOTO BpeMe
(I - IV B. cin. Xp.). Morunara e ¢ pasmepu: suamersp: 27.60 M (C-10) n 25 m (M-
3), u Bucounna 2.40 M. [TpubnusuTeHO B IleHTbpa Ha HaCUIA UMa UMaHAPCKA
uskon ¢ pasmepu — 4.30 m (C3-101), 3.10 m (FO3-CU) u Buguma mprnbodmna
oxorno 1.50 M (¢ur. 3). B pesynrar Ha IAMOCTHOTO IPOy4YBaHe Ha MOTM/IATA Ca
YCTaHOBEHM TPM eTalla Ha HaTPYIIBaHe — eIMH OT OPOH30BaTa emoxa U ABa OT
PUMCKMsI IEPUOS.

I eran Ha HarpynBane (BPOH3OBA EITIOXA)

ITpes OpoH3oBaTa emoxa e odopMeHa IPUOMMSUTETHO KpbINa IUIOLIAfKaA
(zMam. oKo/Io 25 M) C OCHOBa OT YaK'b/I, IOKPUTA C IJIACT TpaMOOBaHa IIMHA C
ne6enuHa 8-10 cMm. B eHTBpa e n3rpajieHo rpoOHO CHOPBIKEHME C eTUIICOBU/IHA
B wiaH ¢opma (¢ur. 4). OcHoBaTa My MpeNCTaB/IsABa MOSC OT YePBEHO-CUBA-
ThPMHOKa(sIBa IMMHECTa MPBCT, BbPXY KOWTO Ca IOApefeH! To/ieMU KaMbHIU.
BoTpermHocTTa Ha OCHOBaTa € 3aI'b/IHEeHa C 1-2 pefia KBapLoBY KaMbHU. Bbpxy
odopmeHara I/I0IafKa € M3BBPLIEHO IOrpedeHe c KpeMariyst. TpynonsrapsiHeTo
e M3BBbH IPOOHOTO CHOpBXKeHMe. Bcuduky HaMepeHM Ipy pasKOIKUTE KOCTH,
BBIVIEHU U TPOOEH MHBEHTAp Ca pasIpbCHATU MEXAY KaMbHITE Ha IUIOL OKOIO
12 xB. M, B macT ¢ gebemuna ot 30 fo 35 cM (¢ur. 5). VIMaHIPCKUAT U3KOII €
IPeCAKB/I TO3M IVIACT B IIEHTbPA, KaTo e JOCTUTHAJI IO HUBOTO OT YaKb/I. 3alaHO
OT M3KOIIa € HaMepeH KyX 371aTeH IpeaMeT ¢ popMa, HaronoOsBala MpelvieH 3a
BPETEHO ¢ YKpaca oT Bpa3anu muHun (¢ur. 5b). Okono u mmop Hero ca OTKpUTH
MHO)XECTBO T'OJIEMH 3BPHOMORKOOHN M Manku cepraHM 37aTHU MBHUCTA, YacT
OT KOMUTO MMaT pasKbCBaHMUA U HPoOOXAaHUA ¢ OCTBp npenmet (¢ur. 5¢). B
M3TOYHATA ITOJIOBMHA Ha ChOPBKEHUETO € OTKPUT BTOPY 371aT€H KyX NpeAMeT C
¢dopMa Ha IIpellIeH 3a BPETEHO, HO MO-TOJISIM M C YKpaca OT I'bCTO PasHoIOKeHN
OT efuHMA KbM Apyrus oTBop BpsAsaHu muHum (¢ur. 5d). B To3m yyacrpk
CBILIO Cca HaMepeHM TOlleMU U MajIKy 371aTHM MbHUCTA. Ha 1.50 M 1oronsToyHo
e OTKpUTa CpeObpHa XajKa C IJIOCKO cedeHMe M MOMVpaHa HOBBPXHOCT (¢ur.
5h). BB3MOXXHO e NpeAMeThT Aa IpefcTaBiIsiBa OOKOB. B HemocpencTBeHa
6/IM30CT [10 HETO Ca OTKPUTH [iBe IPABOBI'B/IHN IVIOUKM — CpeObpHA U 3/1aTHA, C
IPaBOBI'BIHO cedeHMe 1 GopMa, 3APaBo CBBP3aHNU CbC CpeObPeH HUT C KPBITIO
ceyeHue (¢ur. 5g). Ha pascrosume 1.20 M 3amagHo OT cpeObpHarTa Xajaka ca
OoTKpuTH OpPOH30B OpbCcHAY U KaMeHeH Opyc (¢ur. 5/e, f). B rorousrouHara yact
Ha ChOPBKEHUETO, Ha pa3cTosiHye 1.40 M I0)KHO OT OpbCHava 1 Opyca, € HaMepeH
KepaMuueH cbj ¢ amdopoBuzHa popma (¢ur. 5a).

Bbpxy HMBOTO ¢ KaMBbHM, MEXAY KOMTO Ca paslpBbCHATM OCTAHKNUTE OT
KpeMalyus U HaXOAKNUTe, € HaTPyIlaH HaCUII OT KBapLIOBY KaMbHU, KOUTO Ca II0-
ronemu B nepucepusara (¢urypu 6 u 7). opmarta Ha 3aBBPIIEHOTO KaMEHHO
CBOPBKEHME NIPEfICTaB/IABa IpecedeH KoHyc ¢ fuaMeTsp 8 M (C3-I0M) x 6.80 M
(CH-I03) u BucoumHa 1.60 M. Morunara oT KBaploBY KaMbHU € 3aTpynaHa C
[JIVHeCTa 4YepBeHO-CUMBa INPBCT. PasMepuTe Ha 3aBbpllieHaTa MOTMIA IIpe3
6poH3oBaTa eroxa ca: BucounHa 1.80 M, suamersp C-10 17.20,11-3 19.60 m. Hama
PerucTpupaHy BTOPUYHY IPoOOBE OT MO-KBbCHMU €IIOXY HUTO JPYTU HapyLIeHWsI
Ha MOTV/IHUA HaCUIL

II eran na Harpynsane (PMIMCKU ITEPVO[I)

BeposrHo npes II B. ci1. Xp., Koraro okoj0 HaArpo6HaTa MOIMIa OT OpOH30BaTa
ernoxa BB3HUKBA CeNMNIlle, MOTMTHUAT HACUII € OrpajieH ¢ KaMeHHa Kpemuja ¢
nuametsp 23 M (C-10) u 21.50 m (M1-3), u3rpameHa OT rpaHUTO-THAIICOBU OJIOKOBe
¢ HempaBmiHa ¢opMma cbc cpenHu pasmepu (¢ur. 4). Ilo-paHnaTa Mormia e
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IDOHATpyMaHa C HACUII OT YepBeHa pPoxka IpbCT (pur. 9), B KOATO ca OTKPUTH
JKene3HM mpepMmetu (IMpoOHM, cKOOM, Xanku) u HparMeHTH OT KepaMuKa Ha
KOJIeJIO B HIUCKa KOHIleHTpanys. B mpogbkenne Ha okoso 200 rogyHu MOrmiaaTa
e O11a Ky/ITOBO MSCTO B PaMKIUTE Ha CEMUILETO.

III eTan Ha HaTtpynBane (KbCHOPVMCKU ITEPMO])

B mo-xbceH eTam (BeposATHO Ipe3 BTopara 4eTBLPT Ha IV B.) BBpXy Hacuma
OT YepBeHa MPBCT Ca HATPYIIAHU TPM IIACTa KAMBHU CbC CUBO-KadsABa MPBCT
Mexay Tax. KaMbHNUTe IOKpMBAT HaI'bJIHO KpelyjaTa U IPOCTPAHCTBO 1O 1
MeTbp U3BDBH Hes (durypu 3, 9, 10). B Hall-ropHOTO HMBO KaMbHU € OTKpUTA
MoHera Ha Koncrannuit II (337-361), xensi3HO HOXX4e ¥ OpoH3oBa Qubyna-
6poika ¢ popma Ha 3aeK, B OAT Ha [IAICHO. 3aTPYIIBAHETO Ha KpeIlyyjaTa 1 Hacuma
OT PYMCKMA HEPUOJ, € U3BBPLICHO eTHOKPATHO U OPraHM3MPAHO M KaTo ce MMa
IpefBIJ] BpEMETO Ha TOBa ChOUTHE, BEPOSATHO TOBA Ca MEPKY 3a IIpeKpaTsBaHe Ha
e31M4eCcKUTe IPAKTUKY C/lefl IPUEeMaHeTO Ha XPUCTUAHCTBOTO KaTo OdUIIMaIHa
penurus B PuMckaTa uMnepus.

Ipo6HO chopbKeHMe U morpedaneH putyan (BpoHsosa emoxa)

Hskormko XxapakTepyCcTUKI OT/IMYaBaT rpoba oT 6poH30BaTa eoXa, B CpaBHEHIe
C M3BECTHUTE jocera OT paitoHa Ha Tpakus, 10>kHO oT Xemyc: 1. Tpynousrapsite;
2. HagzeMHO rpo6HO ChOPBKeHNMe — IUIOLIAIKA HaJf HUBOTO HA APEBHIS TEPEH;
3. PasmpbcBaHe Ha IemenTa M KOCTUTE, OCTAHAIM ClIel KpeMalysiTa BbPXY
wiomaskara; 4. Pasnoo6pasen u 6orar rpobeH MHBEHTAp — 371aTHY, CpeOBPHY,
6POH3OBI/I, KaME€HHI IIpeIMETN M KEepaMMNY€H CDbA. Ilemmenra m kocTuUTe ca
IPBCHATHU 3a€THO C'hC 37IATHNUTE MBHICTA.

Kpemanm:ATa npe3 bponsosara enoxa B Iopna Tpaxus, criopeq gocera nssec-
THUTE JAHHY, € [I0-CKOPO USK/IIoUeHNe. VIHXyManusaTa e OCHOBHUAT Horpebaen
pUTYya, KakTo Iipe3 paHHOOpoH3oBarta enoxa (PBE), Taka u mpe3 KbCHOOPOH30-
Bata enoxa (KBE). EguncTBeHnTE rpobOBeE, OTHECEHN KBM CpefHaTa OpoH30Ba
enoxa (CBE) - po c¢. OBuapuy, c. [Ipama, Im6oncko u npu Hebent, bypracko —
CBIIO Ca M3BBPLIEHN C TPYNIOIOJIaraHe.

Hait-6nm3kmsat mapanen Ha rpoba orT VISBOpoBO, OT IVIefHa TOYKA Ha
norpebaneH puryan, ca Tpob6oBe OT OTKpUTHS HacKopo Hekpomon ot PBE III
mo c. Iv6ene, Kapnoscko. TaM e ycTaHOBEHa CXOfHA CUTYaIysl — KpeMaljusaTa e
M3BBbplIeHa U3BbH IPOOHOTO ChOpPBXKeHMe. [leren u KocTn OT TpynousrapsiHeTo,
IpUMeCeH) CbC 3/IaTHY NpeaMeTy (IPeayMHO OT HAKUTH), Ca MIPBCHATH BBPXY
TepeHa U Ca MMOKPUTH C KAMEHEH KOXYX.

Ipo6uM HaxOmKM

Haxopknre, HaMmepeHM IIOf MOTWIHMA HAacMI, Cce pasfie/iAT  CIope.
IpegHa3HadeHMeTo ¢y Ha Tpu rpymu: 1. [TpenmeT, 13MON3BaHU B OrpebanHus
puryanu obpenHuTe BeiicTByA (aM(pOpPOBIIEH KepaMITIeH C'bJ, IINHEH IpellIeH
3a BpeTeHO, pparMeHTy OT HaTPOLIEH) KepaMIYHI ChIOBe B Hacuma); 2. JInaum
BelllY, M3IIO/I3BaHM B eXXejHeBIeTO (OpOH30B OpbCHAY, KaMeHeH Opyc); 3. Hakutn
U YKpallleHus (37aTHYU 1 CpeObPHI IIPEIMETI), IPEACTABIABAILN TeMOHCTPALINS
Ha COLMAJIHO IIOJIOXKEHUe, IPECTIDK U, BEPOATHO, HATOBAPEHU C OIpeleNieHO
3Ha4YeHMe IIPU PETUTUO3HN LIepPEeMOHNIL.

KepamnueH cpp - amdopa (kat. #1; pur. 12). EXMHCTBEHUSAT ST ChJI, OTKPUT B
Morwa #1 1o c. VI3BopoBo, Hall-BepOATHO € U3IIO/I3BaH 3a IPeHaCsHe Ha IIeTIe/NTa
U M3TOpeITe KOCTY OT MSCTOTO Ha KpeMaljusiTa O MOIMIaTa. TeXHOIOTMYHNuTe
XapaKTepUCTUKM Ha CbAa M (akTypaTa Ha TECTOTO ca IIOKa3aTel 3a MECTHO
nponsBofcTBo. AMdopara or VI3BOpoBO chueTaBa HAKOAKO TEXHUKM Ha
yKpaca — Bpsi3aHa, HabofieHa, penedHa 1 MHKpycTauys ¢ 6s1a nacra. Haji-rounn
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napanemy amdopara oT V3BopoBo Hamypa B KepaMMKaTa OT CelMIIHA MOTMIA
I's1p60BO B cTpontennute xopusontu I-111a, oTHeceHu K'bM cpegHaTa OpPOH30Ba
eroxa, [le6ent n Koncraunus. @parment or nogobHa ampopa e HaMepeH U B
Hall-paHHMTe IUIACTOBE Ha CKa/JIHOTO CBeTWIMIe fo c. Taryn B V3TouHute
Poponm, jaTupany B Kpas Ha wbpBaTa 4eTBBPT Ha II xum. mp. Xp.

I'uHeH npenuien 3a BpeteHo. IIpy nodncrBaHeTo Ha IP'bCTTA OT MMAHAPCKUA
U3KOII ¢ HaMepeH OVIKOHMYEH IVIMHEH IpellIeH 3a BpeTeHo (kat. #2; ¢ur. 13) -
TOBA € IIPEIMET, KOITO € HaTOBapeH ¢ 0COOeHa PO B IorpebaTHNTe M KYJITOBATE
HPaKTUKIA.

®parMeHTNTE OT IIHEHM CBOBE, IPBCHATU B KAMEHH HACUII, Ca OTKPUTH
HEIIOCPeiCTBEHO HaJ HMBOTO C HaXOAKM B LIEHTPATHOTO I'POOHO CHOPBIKEHUE.
ToBa ca pparMeHTH OT HAKOJIKO ChJja ChC CUBO-KadsIB M CHBO-UepeH LIBAT, Ipyba
IJIVHA ¢ IPMMecH OT KBapIl U CJIIOfia.

bponsoB 6pbcHau (kat. #3; ¢ur. 14). Vima emuncosupHa ¢opMa, 3a0671eH
BPDBX, 3a0CTPEH € eJHOCTPAHHO, KAaTO peXKellaTa d4acT € JbrOBUIHO U3BUTA.
OcHoBara Ha IpPBKKaTa € CPABHUTENHO KbCa, ¢ IPaBOBI'bIHO cedeHme. Haii-
6mu3kaTa aHanmorus e parMeHT OT KaMeHEH Kaabll OT 3e/leH LINCT, HaMepeH
IpM pa3KoOIKuTe Ha cemuuieto Mukpo Bynu Ha octpoB CaMoTpaku B HUBO,
maTupaHo BbB Bropara monoBuHa Ha XVIII B. mp. Xp. @opmara e mogobHa Ha
Tasy Ha OpbCHavYa OT VI3BOPOBO, HO pasMepuTe ca MajIKO I10-MajIKI.

Kamenen 6pyc (xar. #4; ¢urypmu 14, 15). Vima HenmpaBuiHa TpaIeljOBUHA
¢dopMa, KOATO ce CTeCHsBA M 3a0CTPs KBM efVHMA Kpail. B TecHus y4acTbpk
uMa pfynka. OTBOPBT € HOCTAaTbYHO TO/MIAM 32 peMbK WIM BBXKEHIle, Ha KOEeTO
OpYyCBT e CTOSI 3aKadeH, BEpOATHO 3a Ko/aH. V gBara mpegMera, 6e3 CbMHeHMe,
ca M3IIOI3BAHM MIPOJB/DKUTENHO BpeMe B 6uta. Te He ca ropenu ¢ TA/IOTO U ca
IOCTaBEeHM B KOMIUIEKT 61m30 1o amdopara. [IBeTe TpoOHN HaXOAKM 3acera ca
OCHOBHMST [JOBOJ B II0/132 Ha IPEATIONIOXKEHNETO, Ye IIOTPeOAHMST € MBX.

3nateH mpenMeT ¢ gopma Ha mpelUleH 3a BpeTeHOo (Kat. #5; ¢ur. 16a).
VspaboTeH e OT fBe monycepuIHM YacTU OT 3/1aTeH JUCT, CBbP3aHM B Haii-
U3II'bKHaMaTa 9acT. [IpefMeTsT Ma IBa OTBOpa B IIEHTHPA, KOUTO Ca C eHAKDB
muaMeTbp. Crep CBbp3BaHETO Ha JIBeTe CBCTABHU YacTU € HaHeCeHa yKpaca
OT KOCO CITyCKaIllX Ce OT efVHMA JO APYTUSA OTBOP IIeT YCIOPeNHU JIVHUY,
KOMUTO 0OpasyBar 3WUr-3ar 1o LisaTa oOMKoJKa. JIMHuNMTe ca BpsA3aHU C OCTBP
MHCTPYMEHT (J/1eT0) Ype3 OTHeMaHe Ha MaTepuas OT MOBBbPXHOCTTa (engraving).
MoTuBbBT Ha yKpacara e IIO3HaT OT Bps3aHaTa yKpaca BbpXy KepaMUYHY CbJOBe
ot [Oxxna Tpaxnsa (PBE III / CBE). Ilpeny menoHupaHeTo 3MaTHUAT ,,IIpellIeH
e Ipo6UT Ha TPK MeCTa C OCTHP MHCTPYMEHT, KOMTO e IPeRMU3BUKA pa3KbCBaHe
Ha CTEHIUTE.

3nmaren mpenmer ¢ ¢dopma Ha mpenuvieH 3a BpeTeHO (Kat. #6; ¢ur. 16b).
Bropu mopobeH IpenMeT e HaMepeH B M3TOYHATa IOJIOBMHA HA LIEHTPATHOTO
cbopbxKeHMe. Toll e IO-TO/AM U HO-TEXDbK OT I'bPBYS U € C paslIndHa yKpaca,
HO kaTo ¢opMa ABaTa IIpefiMeTa ca MHOTO ONM3KN. YKpacara e HallpaBeHa
CbC CbIaTa TEeXHUKA CJIefl CBbP3BAHETO Ha JIBETe IIOJIOBYHM, HO C€ CBCTOU OT
HapasenHo, INTBTHO PAa3ONIOXKeHN efHa N0 Apyra BpsA3aHU JIUHUM OT efVHUA
KBM Jpyrus oTBop. IIpenMeTsT e mpoOOmeH ¢ OCTpre Ha ABe CPEIIYIIONOXHN
MecTa — B Hali-M3II'bKHA/IaTa 4acT Ha TA/IOTO Ha MACTOTO Ha CBbp3BaHe Ha [iBeTe
nonycdepu. Hait-BeposiTHO ABaTa IMpefMeTa Ca YacT OT HAKUT.

Haxkurt ot 3matHu MmpHucra. O6umst um 6poii e 344 — 174 ronemu, ¢ bopma,
Hanopjo0sBala e4eMIYHy 3bpHa U 170 Manky, chepudnn, ¢ Haceuku. Hakutor
ce e CBCTOSI OT IIOC/Ie0BaTe/THO PeyBalllM Ce MAJIKO — TO/IAMO MBHUCTO ((ur.
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17). VI mpu MbHUCTAaTa MMa YMUIUTEHN IPOOOKIAHNS C OCTpHUE, KOETO € JOBENO
IO pa3sKbCBaHe Ha CTEHUTe.

Tonemn (3ppHOmMOROOHN) MBbHUCTA (KatT. #7; ¢ur. 18). TomeMute MBHUCTA
ca o6wo 174 6pos. Vmar n3pbiokeHa enuicoByugHa ¢popma ¢ Tpu xieba mpes
PaBHU pa3CTOSHUA, KOMTO Ce pefyBaT IOCIAeNOBAaTeHO C TPYU WU3IIbKHAIU
y4JacTbKa, CTeCHSBAIIM Ce KBbM ABaTa OTBOpA HAa MBHUCTOTO, HOI'BIHUTETHO
YKpaceHHU C 110 ABe, TPY WIN YeTHPY Ha[TbXHY BpsA3aHU IMHUN. B3 ocHOBa Ha
Oposi Ha TMHMKTE ca OompexneneHy met Bapuanra (¢urypu 18, 19). Vispaborenn
ca eTHOBPEMEHHO U B €HO areyue (MM OT eANH MaiicTop). XMMUYHUAT ChCTAB
Ha JBa eK3eMIUIApa OT ToJeMUTe MBHUCTA IpefIosara, e cTaBa BBIPOC 3a
anyBuanHo 3maro (¢ur. 20). Tosu tun mpHuUcTa ce cpeujar or CBE fo ¢unana
Ha KBE (BbB BapuanTu oT (asHc unu cTpkio). Haii-pasopocTpaHenu ca Ha 0-B
Kpur, xarto uMa efuHNYHYU €K3eMIUIAPY, CAMOCTOSTENTHO WM B KOMOMHAIMA C
OpyT¥ TUIIOBE MBHUCTA, Ha 0-B Kes 1 B ATuKa. 3acera HsAMa Iapasen Ha eiMH
HAaKNUT C TOMKOBAa MHOTO €IHOTUIIHM 37IaTHM MBHICTA, HAIOZOOSBAILM KUTHNU/
eJyeMIYeHN 3bPHA, BKIIIOUYUTETHO 1 0T 0-B Kpnr.

Mankn mpHucTa (KaT. #8; ur. 21). Mankute MBPHUCTA, KOUTO ca o6mo0 170
6pos1, ca cbe cepudHa popma, KyXi U ¢ IMPOKM OTBOPU. Bcuuku ca ykpaceHu ¢
Bps3anu muHUK. OTHenenn ca 8 Bapuanra (¢purypu 21, 22). CTuioBo ca HaI'bITHO
CBBMECTMMI C TIO-TOIeMITe MBHUCTA ¢ GOpMa Ha 3bPHA, TEXHMKATA Ha yKpaca
e UJIEHTUYHA ¥ MO>Ke Jia ce IpyeMe, 4e IBaTa BYJa MBHUCTA ca C 0011 IIPOU3XOL
U ca ImpefHa3HAYeHM 3a efuH HakuT. [logobeH TUIT MBPHICTA He Ca YHUKATHU U
Ce CpeljaT B 3/IaTHM HaKUTU OT OpoH30Bara ernoxa B Ererickus cBsaT u brimskus
M3TOK, KaTo MMaT NpefUMHO IOII'b/IBAIIA POJIsS B OIbP/INLIA.

3nmatHa U cpeObpHA IJIOYKM, CBBP3aHM CbC cpeObpeH HUT (KaT. #9; ¢ur
23a). [IBeTe mpaBOBI'B/IHY IJIOYKM — €fHATA OT Cpebpo, a Apyrara OT 371aTo — ca
PasMONOXKeHN aCHMETPUYHO effHa cIpsMo fpyra. CBbp3aHM ca cbC CpedbpeH
HUT, KOJITO B/IM3a B CIeLIMajZieH OTBOP, HAIIpaBeH B eIMHMUA Kpail Ha 3/laTHaTa
IJIOYKA.

Cpe6ppHa xanka (kaT. #10; ¢ur. 23b). Vma pasnuka B auaMeTpuUTe — EAUHUAT
¢ 0.13 cm mo-teceH ot ppyrus. Haii-BeposTHO e 6uma 06KOB OT [gpbXKKa Ha
IpeaMeT.

B rpoba ca mocraBeHM IIpefMeTV OT BCUYKM BUJOBE CKBI MeTasl, ITO3HAT
mmpe3 OpoH30BaTa ernoxa (¢ M3K/II0YeH)e Ha XKes30) — 371aTo, cpebpo u 6poH3.
MertanmHNUTe HaXOfKM OT VI3BOpOBO 3acera HAMAaT Iapaneny B PervoHa, KaTo
ocobeHO TOBa Baxky 3a Hakutute. Cpef IpenMeTnTe OT TPOOHVSI MHBEHTAp B
VI3BOpOBO Ma TaKMBa, KOUTO Ce OTKPUBAT 32 IPBB ITBT B Tpakiis, KaTo HAIIpUMep
KyX)Te 37IaTHU 3BPHOIOJOOHM MBHUCTA. TAXHATa M3KIIOUMTENHA M3paboTKa
IOKa3Ba CepMO3HU IIO3HAHMA, OIIUT M YMeHMs B OvokyTepusAra. BepostHocTTa
Ia ca MPORYKT HAa MEeCTHU MayiCTopy, 6e3 HMKAKBU UY>KIM BIAVSHMS, U3IIEXAA
TpygHO 3amutuma. Haji-TouyHuTe M MHOrOOpOiiHM Iapanenu ca ¢ Ouxyra oT
0-B KpuT 1 TakmBa, KOUTO BEpOSTHO Ca Pe3yaTaT Ha KPUTCKO BAMSAHUE WU
ca TpsAK BHOC. AKO JIOIIyCHeM, 4e MBHUCTAaTa OT VI3BOpOBO ca ¢ MUHOICKU
IIPOM3XOJI, TO Bb3MOXKHOCTHTE 3a IosBaTta UM B Cakap ca HAKONKO. 3MaTHUTE
U cpeObpHM Haxo#Ku OT VI3BOpOBO Hall-BEpPOSITHO Ca pe3yATaT Ha INPeKu
KOHTaKTM C MMHOVICKM mpefcTaButenu (TpproBum?). Ha Tosu mpepBapureneH
eTam oT 0O6paboTKaTa Ha pesyATaTUTe OT IPOyIBAHETO Ha MOTMIA #1 MOXKe Ha ce
JIOITyCHe, Ye HAKUTHUTE Ca M3PaOOTEHN ,,Ha MACTO  OT MMHOMCKY MalCTOP.

JarupoBka
Hait-6nm3kuTe mapasneny Ha 37TaTHUTe MBHUCTA ca OT KpUT 1 ca OTHeceHU KbM
MM-LM I. Bppeku 4e efuHIYHN, MaKap X MHOTO NOf{00HN, 3/IaTHY MBHICTA Ce
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OTKpuBAaT B rpobHM KOHTeKCTH 4ak no LM III A, uma ocHOBaHuUsA fIa ce IpueMe,
ve n3paboTKaTa Ha MBPHMUCTATa OT VI3BOPOBO e CTaHajIa Ipe3 BTopara II0N0BMHA
Ha CBE (BepositHo — kpast Ha XVIII - XVII B. mp. Xp. MM 111/ LM I).

Boratusat rpobeH MHBEHTAap, KOMMYECTBOTO M MAlCTOpPCKaTa IOBeIMpHA
n3paboTKa Ha IPEIMETIUTE, PUTYAIBT, KAKTO ¥ TPOOHOTO CHOPBIKEHIE [TOKA3BaT
ybenuTenHo, de MorpeGaHmAT e MPUHALIEKAT KbM €IUT, 3a KOWMTO Jocera ce
cMsTallle, Ye He CbIIeCcTBYBa B Tpakus IIpes mbpBaTa monoBKuHa Ha Il xwm. mp.
Xp. Hagrpobuara mormma ot c. VI3BOPOBO € OT TOsIMO 3HA4eHMe, Thil KaTo
BEPOATHMAT IIPOU3XO[l Ha YHUKA/THNUTE 37IaTHU HAKUTH, KAKTO M €BEHTYaTHUAT
II'bT Ha JOCTUTAHETO UM M0 paiioHa Ha Cakap, IpeficTaB/IsABa CepMO3eH IOBOJ, B
HOfKpeIa Ha ,MMHOJCKaTa Bpb3Ka~ B Tpaxusi.
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